
Putting It On The Line In Nevada 
Test site arrests reach new high 

BY CATHY CEVOLI 

Jolm Mack, a Pulitzer Prize-winning 
aurhor and Harvard psychiarrisr, was 
rhe first member of his family co hear 
of the Nevada Test Sire demonstration. 

After consulting wirh his wife, Sally, the 
couple called thei r three sons -Ken , Dan 
and Tony, all in their 20s-and fo llowing 
discussions char lasted "every night for 
two weeks," decided co head west from 
Massachusetts together. "We thought ic 
was important co cake a stand as a fami ly," 
explained Sally, a social worker. They also 
knew their joint appearance would make 
good med ia copy. 

Bue it was che boys who first dec ided 
co gee arrested. Introducing themselves 
co their affi nity g roup on che eve of che 
June 2 civi l d isobedience (CD) acc ion ac 
che cesc sire, both parents paused. and 
said chey were rhere "for support" only. 

Mack admitted char one reason for his 
indecision was professional. Author of 
one of the first surveys of child ren's fears 
of nuclear war, Mack is academic director 
of Cambridge Hospital's Nuclear Psychol­
ogy Program . "There is a danger of ger­
cing identified as coo much of an advo­
cate, one of chose people who gers ar­
rested ," Mack said. "It could make me 
seem subjecrive or iso late me fro m people 
l work with . " 

Sally Mack faced a different struggle. 
"I re\llize chat my fear of thinking about 
the nuclea r rhrear is behind my fear of 
civil disobedience," she explained. For 
Sally, doing CD would mean admitting 
once and for all chat nuclear war was 
really possible, a psychological seep rhac 
seemed more frightening rhan gett ing 
arresred . 

FIRST-TIME OFFENDERS 
Held from May 31 co June 2, che accion 
was the firsr nat ional event organized by 
the American Peace Test (APT) since irs 
formation in January. Satu rday's event, a 
demonstration held at rhe cesc sire, was 
co-sponsored by che national Freeze Cam­
paign (APT's founders were formerly 
Freeze Campaign organizers) . Staffers of 
the fl edgling group hope co spark a 
nationwide CD campaign, one char will 
att ract new participants from "main­
stream" peace groups. Economise Lester 
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Heat and bust: Nevada peace tester 

Thurow, who donared $2000 co APT lase 
year co help it gee scarred, has written a 
direct-mail appea l ca lling on ochers co 
help him ra ise $50,000 for the group . 

Almost everyone ar rhe acc ion seemed 
co have both politica l and persona l 
reasons for com ing . Many ac tivists men­
tioned the imperat ive of rhe Soviet rest­
ing moracorium, and rhe convicrion char 
CD needed co srarr I lay ing as large a role 
in rhe cesr ban fight as it did in the civil 
rig hts movemenr. "We need co be more 
militant ," said reacher and Freeze volun­
teer Russell Srorll, who spent cwo-and -a­
half days on a bus en rv11te co Nevada. 
'Tm so damn cired of feeling I'm nor 
doing enough. " Like corll, many in che 
largely middle la s crow I, which ranged 
greatly in age and included several par­
ents wich grown children, had never been 
involved in CD before . 

'Tm sick of yelling ar rhe TV," said 
television wrirer .ind producer Annie 
Druyan. ''I've been scudying chis issue 
for five years, and I haven't done enough 
to stop what l chink is evil." Druyan was 
arrested for che first rime, wich her hus­
band Carl agan, who did not gee ar­
resred, accompanying her as a support 
person . (The ouple spent their wedding 
anniversary on the site.) 

Another first-r ime: offender was Har­
vard psychiarrisr Lesrer Grinspoon , a 

leadi ng writer on nuclear psychology. 
Since geccing arrested co scop the arms 
nice hasn't acq uired the legitimacy char 
it has for issues li ke aparrheid, many new­
comers were raking a g iant seep . . "My 
colleagues wi ll probably say I'm accing 
our aga in ," Gr inspoon said, half-joking. 

"People in the past have viewed CD as 
a radical seep chat on ly che fringe of any 
movement cakes," said APT national co­
coordinacor Jessie Cocks . "Bue more 
people are realizing chat we can't ach ieve 
our goals wichouc ir. Lots of people came 
here who'd been afraid of getting arresred , 
or who , said 'I never choughc ic would 
have co come co chis .'" 

These firsc-cimers joined such CD vet­
erans as Daniel Ellsberg, H arvard psychi­
atrist Margaret Brenman-Gibson - who 
had encouraged her co lleagues Mack and ~ 
Grinspoon co join che accion-and 77- ;;i . 
year-old Lawrence Scott, one of l l people !ii 
arrested ac che firsr cesr sire accion in 
1957. . 

Since che demonscracion sire is 65 
miles norchwesc of Las Vegas, nor che 
lease of APT's ac omplishmencs was ac­
rraccing so many co a remoce location in 
che middle of the deserr. Over 700 people 
from 3 5 scares (and six counrries) ar­
cended Sacurday 's demonscracion, and 
149 were arresced on Monday, sercing a 
cesc sire CD record. 

Sawrday's crowd gachered on Camp 
Desert Rock , che place where soldiers in­
vo lved in aboveground cesrs were once 
rained on wich radiacion, and heard 
speeches by Ellsberg, Sagan, and Freeze 
Execucive Direccor Jane Gruenebaum, 
among ochers. Oregon Representat ive 
Jim Weaver seemed co impress che crowd 
wich his almo c re ligious condemnacion 
of nuclear cesc~, as well as for facing che 
100° weacher in a suir. 

After rhe ra lly, -Wlii le a chi rd of che 
group scayed co camp jusc oucside che 
sire, che resc faced rhe culmre shock of 
returning co hocels in che capiral of psy­
chic numbing. Bue Mae Gautier of New 
York Cicy was delighted co find char rhe 
paper crane she had given her hore l clerk 
afcer her firsc arrest was scill pinned co 
the hocel's bullecin board a year lacer. 

CROSSING THE LINE 
For much of Sunday, during an all -day 
scracegy session in preparation for civil 



disobedience, debace cencered on whac 
form che acr ion shou ld cake. Mose ac­
civiscs wanced co cross che DOE's arbi­
crary whice line and surrender peacefully 
co che authorities, but others favored op­
tions that wou ld make the demonscration 
more diffic ulr for the police and/or allow 
people co vencure furth er onco the site. 
After several hours of overtime discus­
sion, consensus was finally reached on 
rhe first , more coopera tive act ion. 

Despite-or because of-rhis ordeal , 
a growi ng sense of unicy and purpose was 
pa lpable on Monday morning. After a 
long ea rly-morning drive, che group of 
about 300 acciviscs (boch chose incending 
co do CD and cheir "supporc people") 
gathered along Hig hway 95 ac 6:00 a . m . 
co "vig il" arriving test site workers . 

For many acciv iscs , the real meaning 
of che locacion of this acr ion had been 
hard co grasp. While everyone knew whac 
goes on ac the site, ic nonetheless looked 
eerily ben ig n. "The beauty of che deserc 
g ives you a sense of serenity," said H elga 
Moore, a New York ac ci vist , "but chen 
there's che horror and the hell under­
neach ." Less chan two monchs earlier a 
fa ulcy tesc in an underground cunnel had 
venced radiation , ca using millions of dol­
lars in damage and concaminacing chree 
wor kers. Th e recog niri on of hidden 
menace seemed ro hie home as che ac­
rivisrs - many clearly emocional - ap­
proached che whire line. 

Holding hands, small groups of proces­
rers crossed che pa inted line and were led 
away, somer imes amid che cheers of 
fr iends, co wa iting busses ro be "proces­
sed." (N ye Cou ncy Courr Judge Wi II iam 

ull ivan, popu lar among ac rivi sts for hi s 
temperate demeanor, has st iffe ned his sen­
tences in the lase two years, clue to - APT 
suspects - federa l pressure and his own 
frustrat ion at dealing with esca lating ar­
rests.) First-time offenders faced six clays 
in jai l or a $ 150 fine. 

RIPPLE EFFECTS 
Since APT organizers view che evenc as 
only che beginning of a long-cerm cam­
paign, they are reluccanc to gauge ics 
effecciveness. Locall y, che evencs rece ived 
good media coverage, due perhaps co 
growing antinuclea r sentimenc in 
Nevada, where scories of wasce-dump 
se lection have helped creace what APT 
fee ls is a grow ing dis like of the DOE. 
Bue with che excep ri on of USA Today, 
che Chicago 7hb11ne and a small blurb hid­
den in che Boston Globe, t he natiopal 
med ia ig nored the event. Sti ll , ir's d if­
ficu lt to ig nore the number of people 
who ca me co Nevada because of someone 
else's example. "This has an effecr on 
people's li ves," sa id Ed McClain ofCorval­
lis, Oregon, who was watm)y welcomed 
back by workers he'd met doing comm u-
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nicy service for his lasr arrest . 
Cocks believes char nonviolenc CD 

needs co be more incegrared, along wich 
lobbying and ocher caccics , inco move­
menc scraregy. Already, rhe ongoing ac­
tions ar the res t sire have ra ised the vis­
ibilicy of the rest ban issue ar a critica l 
cime in cong ress ional de li berat ions , ac­
cord ing to one key Capitol Hill a ide. 
And , Cocks added, "each of these people 
will go back co their communiti es and 
organize with chat much more passion . 
I have incred ible fait!1 in the experience. 
It can't not work ." 

In the end , it "worked" for J ohn and 
Sally Mack, who finall y decided on Sun­
day night to get arrested on Monday. 'Tm 
not sure I'm doing the right thing ," 
Mack ad mitted an hour before he crossed 
the line. "1 may regret ic. Bue there just 
don't seem co be any consideracions more 
imporcanc. " Besides, he added, "ir just 
seems rhe heig ht of parental irresponsibil ­
ity co watch my son gee arrested and 
wave at them from the other side of the 
line." The Macks were arresred -and 
lacer faced Judge Sulli va n -en Jami/le. 

One week larer, J ohn Mack described 
the process as liberating. "1 fee l like I've 
crossed an important line within myself," 
Mack reported . Since recurn ing from 
Nevada he has wricren an article on CD 
and read a !or of Thoreau . "We have a 
barri er abouc breaking rhe law which 
seems formid ab le," sa id Mack . "But 
when cimes become desperace, ir's essen­
tial that people say 'no.' l wouldn't just 
recommend thi s co my co ll eagues," he 
added . ''I'd rel! chem ic's absolmely crit­
ical co cake every opportunity co do 
chis." D 

Profile: Peace 
Petitioner 

BY ROBI N WJEN 
~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~ 

Cami lla Taylor cannot remember a 
time when she was nor upsec about 
the threat of nuclear war. "I have 

always been angry char human beings 
could be so scupic.I," she says wirh a 15-
year-old's candor, "a nd J'm angry with 
adu lcs who ace as if [rhe chreac of nuclear 
war} isn'c very imporrnnc." 

Bue Taylor is nor one, as she says, co 
"boccie something up inside" herself. In­
scead, fo ll owing rhe example provided by 
generacions of fruscrared American citi­
zens , che teenage r from Cleve land, Ohio , 
exe rcised her conscicuci onal righcs co 
pecicion . 

In two and a half years , Taylor has 
amassed 81, 500 sig natures from childre n 
in 40 councries on a per icion calling for 

a bilateral nuclear weapons freeze . (Her 
original goal was a modesc 2000 names .) 
She began by circulating che pecicion in 
her all-girls school. Then she scarced 
speaking at area schools, churches, and 

va rious commu-
9'~Ffl~~m!'I" nicy gacherings . 

Word got around, 
and other students 

"'"" ......... ,. cook up the cause . 
Noel Celeste, che 
daughter of Ohio 
Governor Richard 
Ceiesce , for exam­
ple, circulated che 
pecicion among 
chi ldren of U .S . 

Camilla Taylor governors. As a re-
sult of several 

wrice-ups about Taylor in local peace 
newsleccers, ceachers from more schools 
requesced copies of che petition . Taylor 
also sent pecicions co friends of her par­
encs in Holland, Wesc Germany, and Is­
rael. The dozens of stacks of paper - in­
cluding 2400 leccers from Soviet-bloc 
countries-pi led high in her bedroom 
cell che resr of che scory. 

''A Joe of times , I don't even know who's 
sending the pecicions co me, " Taylor says. 
"They come wichouc a note or anything 
on chem ." 

But Taylor, an honor student who en­
joys drawing and playing che fluce, 
hardly sics ac home waiting for che mail 
co arrive. She's done a good deal of che 
foocwork for che project herself, deliver­
ing pecicions (and/or carefully rehearsed 
speeches, sometimes in ocher languages) 
to Congress, che Soviet Embassy, che 
Uniced Nacions , and groups in Holland 
and Hungary, where she spoke ac the 
1985 International Physicians for the Pre­
vention of Nuclear War (IPPNW) confer­
ence , as well as several internacional 
youch camps. 

''All the kids [campers} sig ned che pe­
cicion readily, and weren't afraid co puc 
cheir names and addresses on che petition 
of an American g irl, " Taylor says . "I 
wouldn't expecc char American children 
would be so trusting of someone from an 
Eastern bloc councry." 

Taylor, now a seasoned public speaker, 
has appeared on Soviec and Durch televi­
sion , and has been covered by publica­
tions in France, Canada, Japan, the Soviec 
Union and Italy. She's probably less well 
known in che United Scates. Of her 
81,500 signatures, roughly 10,000 are 
domestic, a situation Taylor accribures co 
an indifferenc American press. 

Taylor wanes co accumulate 100,000 
sig natures by che fall , and plans co deliver 
chem co Presidenc Reagan and General 
Secretary Gorbachev at cheir next sum­
mit . In chis way, Taylor says, "we can 
make a difference, even though we can'c 
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